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FEW minutes past 5 o’clock P. M., the Ministers, the Building Com- 

mittee and the Board of Trustees of the Congregation proceeded 
to the building-ground and took their positions on the platform erected 
for the speakers, a large assemblage covering the ground and the ad- 
jacent lots and streets; when Rev. Mr. IstpoRE FRANKEL, the Reader 
of the Congregation, with its Choir, under the direction of Professor 
L. ENGELKE, began to sing the following hymn composed for the 


occasion. 


Fy mne, 
qgejungen von Dem Chor 


ber Gemeinde Rodef Sdalom, 


om 20Ren Suli Lee. 


Tert von Dr. MN. Saftrow. Mufif von L. Cngelfe. 


OO LOO ION INN ee 


Vorfanger: 


Was it nas Werk, Das heute wir vollbringen ? 
Was foricht der Stein, den fdywetgend wir umringen ? 
1S ob zum Wort fich Hffnen wollt’ fein Ptund — 

Mis laufehten wir auf feine Wunvderfund’ ? — 


Chor: 


Der Stem erzablt mit flummberedten Worten, 
Wie aus Germania’s weitzerftreuten Orten 
Die Bundes(Shne hier im freten Land 
Qufammen fiigt des Glaubens heil ges Bano. 
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Der Stein erzibhlt, wie fie an diefen Miiften 
Mit leerer Hand vas Freibeitsland begriiften, 
Wo pletpig Streven finvet Ebr’ und Lohn,- 

| Wo Arbeit salad Mantes Bier und Kron’, 


Der Stein ergiblet, wie tbr Min nd Singen 
Gefcduet ward Yor Segen und Belingen.— 
Berfinn’, 0 Stein, wre ffe am Tanfaltar 
Aus ihrer Fille bringen Opfer var! 


Den Dan, fie wollen thn, o Gott, Dir bringen ; 
Hier joll aus threm Mund Dein Lob ectinaen 
Der Denfitein wird als Dankitein nun verfentt: 
Wir danfer Dir, ver Nes gut gelenft! — 


Pri| 


INYO a TION, 


Eu bi eS: 


a Nr : 
: Ors ae 


Avononry Gop! Sovereign of the Universe! The great — 
Maker and Supporter of aus all! ‘Through Thy great 
mercy and benign favor are “Wwe gathered together this after- : 


‘noon to perform one of the most. important acts, which con: 
stitutes us a * Congregation of Jacob.” pe OS ile 
In Thy name have we assembled, oh Heavenly ‘Father, to 
lay the corner-stone of a building which is to be devoted te 
Thy worship, oh Holy One of Israel! ees 

Be Thou with us, we pray Thee, on this solemi occasion. 

~ Deigin to’ bless the work which is yet ‘to be accomplished, 
so that, by the grace of Thy divine countenance, an edifice may 


an enduring monu- 


be reared, worthy of Thy Sacred worship, 
ment to the honor, the glory, and. the unity of Thy Holy Name. 
Oh Thou Eternal Being, who art enthroned above the 


Cherubim, we humbly beseech Thee to be with all those en- 


gaged in this pious work. Endow them with wisdom to aceom- 
plish all good and holy purposes they’ may devise. Imbue them 
with strength and harmony of feeling, that all may work to- 
gether for the general good,—that this spot may become “holy 
ground,”’—that a House of Worship may tower aloft in majestic 
proportions, while within there may be that true erandeur which 
arises from the “beauty of holiness”;—that from its typical 
altar the sacrifices of willing and devout hearts may be bounti- 
fully rendered, and the incense. of zeal and piety ever ascend 


as a sweet-smelling ‘savor to Thy Throne of Grace. 


te 
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May the building to be erected become to all intents and 
purposes, a “ House of prayer.” May it be a spot where the 
weary pilgrim can find rest and repose from the trials and vicis- 
situdes of human life,—where the stricken soul can give vent to 
its bitter anguish and derive comfort and consolation from the 
never-failing fount,—where the thankful heart can pour forth 
the gratitude due Thee for Thy unending bounties,—where the 
falling sinner can be so strengthened as to bear up against the 
temptations which beset our path from the cradle to the grave. 

Oh do Thou prosper a work which is to accomplish such 
great and lofty purposes. 

Be, we pray Thee, with the members of and all connected 
with this Congregation. May they look up to Thee for success 


in what they have undertaken, conscious that, if Thou, oh 


Lord, prosper not the work, “they labor in vain who build it.” 
Be Thou with the spiritual heads of the Congregration. May 
their lips utter forth good doctrine, and may they be the means 
of strengthening Ancient Judaism in all its pristine glory, and 
preserving its sacred principles intact and unimpaired. Be thou, 
too, with all of us this day. May we ever bear in mind the great 
mission that has been assigned to us,—to raise on high the stan- 
dard of “ Adonay Achad,” and be the means of making Thy ex- 
istence known throughout the whole universe,—that people of 
every tongue, of every clime and of every creed may become 
as full of that knowledge “even as the waters cover the sea.” 

May this projected building aid in carrying out the good 
work, and may all who worship at its sacred shrine, be upheld 
by the knowledge of Thy glorious assurance, that “in every 
place, where Thou causest Thy name to be remembered, Thou 
wouldst be with us and bless us.””—Amen! 


ane 


ted 


DEGIVERED BY 
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¢ Ji RIENDS !— Ordinarily at occasions like that which has 
© assembled us here to-day, when an Israelitish Congrega- 
tion, from the recesses of her internal spiritual life, steps for- 
ward before a larger publicity, the speakers of the occasion, 
having in view the strangers listening to their words, try to 
give an abstract of what Judaism confesses, believes, remembers 
and hopes, in order to make those who perhaps never before 
had an opportunity of reading on, or hearing of Jewish tenets, 
familiar with some of them, in order to refute prejudices con- 
cerning their faith which, they know, often cling to the minds 
even of enlightened Non-Israelits. 

With whom’ the fault lies of the misunderstanding from 
which the Jewish community, and more still the appreciation 
of her religious creed sometimes suffers, even in this unpre- 
judiced country,—to decide this question here would be out of 
place. Only this may be said: Religion ¢s like a language. 

Would you undertake to introduce an uninitiated person 
into the secret depths of your vernacular in a short adress? 
And were you the most eloquent of men, you would fail in 


your enterprise. 
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You would rather say to a foreigner who finds fault with 
the sounds of your idiom shocking his unacquainted ears,—you 
would say to him: come hither, descend to the copious foun- 
tain from which spring up our ideas and their expression; come 
hither, enter the sanctuary of our idiom, search for the god- 
like genius throning in this sanctuary; study what our wisest 
men have produced, what the spirit of our language has called 
into existence, and then come forward and.utter a judgment, an 
opinion of our vernacular. 

It takes years and years of persevering labor and efforts, ere 
one may boast to know the hidden spring from which a lan- 
euage foreign to him flows through a nation fertilizing the 


minds of men. The humble speaker now before you, is him- 


self an illustration to what he has just remarked. His deficient 


speech, you now are hearing, I hope, with indulgence, proves 
the truth that a few years’ study and association are insufficient 
for a foreigner for fathoming the depths of that system called 
a Language. 

Thus and even much more a religious system, and espe- 
cially the Israelitish Religion, the production of the spirit of 
God revealing himself in the minds and hearts of men, de- 
veloped through hundreds, nay even thousands of years,—that 
gigantic stream of religious ideas running in the channel of 
time from its original well over the nations of the earth, both 
ancient and modern, reflexing in its course here the light and 
there the dark colors of the ground beneath, cannot be de- 
scribed in a few words. That structure, that tower, history 
has built up to look over all the earth, cannot be depicted 
and its materials explained in one speech to such as never 
have entered into its vast rooms, 
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Our houses of worship are open to all, our books of infor- 
mation lie before the world, and the time will come when also 
in this country historians and critics with impartiality will 
remove the veil of ignorance and prejudice covering the plain, 
yet deep principles of Israelitish Religion, Israelitish human- 
ity, Israelitish charity, Israelitish domestic life, Israelitish 
social life. Penetrate our sanctuary of ideas, and then form 


an opinion ; we fear it not. 


Hence deviating from the trodden path, leaving aside the 
common topic on which Israelitish speakers use to dwell at 
occasions of a larger and mixed publicity, I shall make the 
subject of our contemplation to day, what, in our days, a com- 
munity like ours is bound to place into the corner-stone of ther 
sanctuary when erecting a new house of God. 

I do not allude to the material corner-stone here before you. 
This is, like every thing that belongs to the worship of the 
invisible spiritual Being, only a symbol, a figure of what we 
think or ought to think at certain events of life. This corner- 
stone here is a representative of that cornerstone which, at a 
festival day like this, every member of our Congregation, every 
member of the Jewish community at large, nay even every 
citizen here present ought to lay in his heart as a foundation 
of a new sanctuary of praise, thanks and prayers, to be erected 
to God the protector and leader of mankind, the ruler of 


nations whom He guides towards progress and perfection. 


My Friends !—The history of Israel is the history of man- 
kind. If there is on earth one monument commemorative of 
the history, of the intellectual development ‘of mankind, one 
milepost showing the paths which civilization and culture 


ol 
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have walked since the beginning of history; if there is one, 
I may say, thermometer, one scale indicating the degrees of 
humanity and enlightenment, up and down to which different 
nations have ascended or declined: we, the Israelitish people, 
are this monument, this milepost, this thermometer, this scale. 

We, our treatment by the nations, the esteem or despise in 
which we were held among them, the equality we enjoy, or the 


oppression we suffered, are the witnesses, the testimonies in 


2 ° j ( y 
favor or against culture and progress. bys 38) TOSI IIVOAN 
“Ye, Israelites, are my witnesses, says the Lord, and I am the 


all-ruling God.” 


The history of Israel is the history of the 
government of the spirit of God among men. 


Therefore, in laying to-day a new cornerstone of a new 


spiritual edifice in our hearts, let us for our own memory place 


into it first of all: our Past; second: our Presen@e, and last: 


our Future. 
Our Past. 


Should it be forgotten that we, the sons of Israel, sent out 
eighteen hundred years ago from our splendid Oriental home 
by our Father to seek our brethren among the nations, have 
been during many and many centuries, like Joseph of old, 
stripped by our brethren of the coat of human dignity with 
which our Father had presented us; thrown into the pit of con- 
tempt where the serpents and scorpions of passion, of hatred, 


of contumely were allowed to poison our lives and but the 


water wanted to drown us entirely; sold for vile silver by — 


those whom our God had commanded us to love as our bre- 


thren, to bring them the word of peace from our common 
Father ? 


>) 


> 
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Should it be forgotten that in the middle ages, while being 
the representatives, and almost the only representatives of civil: 
ization, culture, science, industry and international commerce to 
nations living in darkness, we were “despised and shunned by 
men, familiar with pains and acquainted with disease and like 
one before whom a man hides his face with disgust ?” 

Should we forget that even in these modern days, in the 
time of the morning-dawn of enlightenment, our fathers, the 
fathers of almost all the members of our Congregation, on the 
other side of the Atlantic, at the very seats of German science 
and German philosophy were compelled to live in dark seclu- 
sion from mankind, to wear contemptuous marks of distinction 
on their breasts, in order that they should proclaim to all 
people meeting them that they belong to the race condemned 


for—what for ?—for their adherence to the One God? 


Should we forget that the founders of this Congregation 
and even most of its present constituent members have been 
driven away from a beautiful, blessed country by oppressive 
laws and restrictions resting upon their Religion, limiting their 
freedom of action, fettering their domestic, yea their matri- 
monial lives, paralyzing their energy and condemning them, un- 
less they emigrate, to remain in the state of poverty and want 


and contempt as inherited from their ancestors ? 


Should we forget that they, [ may say, that ye came over 
to this country, poor and helpless, armed with nothing but the 


trust in God and in the strength of body and energy of spirit 


‘with which the Almighty appears to have endowed the sons of 


on 


Israel in a higher degree than any other nation ? 
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Should we forget all this? Oh no! Let us lay into the 
cornerstone of the sacred building, we are to erect at this occa- 
sion in our hearts, the memory of bitter hardships, of perse- 
cution, of oppression, of hatred, of struggles, and of—final 
victory. 

Let us refresh our memory of the past, not for the purpose 
of inhaling bitter feelings towards our old home; oh no! let 
us bless our former fatherland, the homestead of science and 
art, that since has cast off her medieval fetters and is now, with 
renewed energy, struggling for her regeneration. Let us, like 
Joseph, say to our brethren over the Ocean: “ Ye thought 
evil against us in your blindness and infatuation, but God 
meant it unto good to us and our families in order to bring to 


, 


pass, as it is this day, to sustain many people,” who but for us 


would have lived or rather starved in privation and want. 


Let us thank our mother-country that she sent us forth to 
seek our brethren abroad, for we have found them; we have 
found them here in this Country of liberty, of equality, of 
hospitality, of religions independence, of rich reward offered 


to every human labor and exertion. 


And to these recollections let us join our thanks to God 
who has turned our adversities into good to us and our families, 
This cornerstone here, this building that now is going to lift 
up its solid walls to stand and endure the changes of weather 


and time, this cornerstone, this building may tell it to future 


generations, that men, once poor and destitute, when ascended 


to wealth and affluence, have felt it their cheerful duty to erect 
a monument of thanks to Him who had blessed their handi- 


work, crowned their labor with success. 
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This building with its name: “THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE 
GermMaN Huprew Conarecation Roper. Saarom,” will 
proclaim that a Jewish Congregation of German origin has 
‘erected here a monument, with its lofty tower to look over the 
Atlantic to tender to the German Mother the greetings of her 
children, who with sweet melancholy think of the ground that 
eovers the bones of their fathers and mothers, that nourishes 
many of their friends and relations still walking on earth, that 


saw their youth, charmful youth, though full of strife and con- 


tention against hardships. 

This edifice, furthermore, will tell to every passer-by that 
citizens of this great country, once refugees from oppression 
and want, have erected a monument of love and gratitude to 
their adopted fatherland, to whom they feel allied with much 


stronger ties, because with the ties of presenge cane future. 


# 
é 


: Our PRESENG. 


| The speaker of the word of God, whose vocation it is, per- 
| manently to point to the defects which, in his Congregation or 
in the community at large, mar the true ideal of his faith, so 
rarely enjoys the benefit of exalting thos: under his guidance, 
that he would be ungrateful, were he not to avail himself of a 
delightful moment like this, publicly to acknowledge and pro- 


claim what is good and gratifying 1 in it. 


Indeed, (2 ANALY so099 (3 WY OWT AT this is 


day which the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and exult on it! 


What a pleasing aspect is afforded to us this day! 


When king David was raised to the highest summit of 


human dignity, when he had established his house on the basis 


oll 


found out a place and prepared means and materials for a 
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of peace with his neighbors around and subjugation of his ene- 
mies abroad, remembering the lowness of his origin, the strug- 
oles of his youth, the assistance of God who had caused him to] 


accomplish those great things, he exclaimed: DW °DIN 737 


ayn pa sey ombxn pax ome maa “Be-! 
hold, T dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God should 
continue dwelling in the temporary tent commemorative of the 
state of poverty and uncertainty, our forefathers lived in?” | 
So the royal psalmist spoke and swore unto the Lord: “TI will 
not enter into the tent of my house nor ascend the couch of my 
repose, I will nof grant any sleep to my eyes nor to my eyelids | 
any slumber, until I shall have found out a place for the Lord, 


a residence for the mighty One of Jacob.” Thus he swore, and 


magnificent building, which his son accomplished. 


The same noble motive has brought forth this cornerstone | 


now to be laid as a foundation of a new temple of God. 


The members of this Congregation, by the help of God and 
their persevering labor raised from affliction and distress to 
wealth and thrift, said to each other: ‘“‘ We live in our dwell- | 
ings of comfort, increased and enlarged with the growth of our 
fortunes, and the ark of God should any longer remain in that 
house at Julianna Street, which, at the time of its being 
acquired for our worship, might have been fine enough for our 
tastes, large enough or even too large for our numbers, might 
have corresponded with our domestic condition or even excelled 
it, but now jars with it, as with the palace of king David dis- 


agreed the tent of former ages.” 
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So they spoke and went to work and rested not, until they 
found out this beautiful place for the Lord, and will not grant 
any rest to themselves until they will have established this 
abode for the mighty One of Jacob, for the mighty protector of 
their lives. F 
This is our presences we lay into the cornerstone; these are 
the noble feelings on which a dwelling of God is based in our 
hearts. ‘This is the day the Lord hath made, it is worth to 
rejoice and exult on it.” 

But it was another motive no less noble which has aroused 
the liberality of the members of this Congregation and those 
joining and helping them in their great undertaking: it is the 


desire of establishing*a monument for 


THs FUTURE. 


Oyo 


I have heard members of this Congregation say on this spot, 


and it affords to me high gratification to be the public inter- 
preter of their generous feelings, I have heard them say: 
“ Should a monument of white marble, erected over our heads, 
when sleeping in the dark ground the sleep of death, be the 
only memorial of our once abiding on earth? Is it not far 
better we erect this monument of stone while living, a monu- 
ment which we ourselves, in the company of our families, could 
enjoy and make use of for the elevation of our souls before our 
Maker? A monument at which our wives and children could 
look, not with tears of affliction and bereavement in their eyes, 
not wrapped in mourning clothes, but clad with the garment 


of joy and noble satisfaction ?” 
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A monument , let me add, which will be an ornament to 
this City, realizing with its next neighbor here, the Church, 


her lofty, name of “ Brotherly Love,” representing the peace 


and harmony between the different denominations and creeds 
flourishing under the protecting eagle-wings of our great Con- 
stitution. A monument which will raise a loud protest against 


the dangerous agitations of those pretended servants of God 


who want the Constitution of this Country, heretofore the bul- 


wark of religious liberty, the paradise of religious peace, to be 
converted into a prison for inquisitorial investigations into the 


conscience and conviction of man. 


A monument for which your children and future genera- 


tions will bless your names, for having procured to them an 
imposing, commodious house of worship, to be the witness and 
blessing of their blessings before God, the pride of their faith 


before the world, the centre of their unity among themselves. 


These are your hopes; they will be fulfilled. Every prayer 
that will rise from this house to Heaven, every consolation that 
here will be bestowed from on high upon the afflicted, every 
good proposition and noble resolution agitated here in the hearts 
of worshipers, every teaching here imparted to a devout Con- 
eregation, will be as many blessings to you and your memories 


unto the latest generations. 


With these feelings let us now lay the cornerstone of this 
house of prayer; with these ideas let us erect in our hearts a 
sanctuary; a sanctuary of melancholy, still joyful and thankful 
memory of our past, of our warfare and victory ; a sanctuary 


of cheerful thanks toward God for our present weal and com- 
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fort; a sanctuary of gratitude to the land of our adoption; a 
sanetuary of hope and trust for the happy future of our off- 


spring, for the undisturbed peace and freedom of our Country. 
p m2. Pp Pe 


12 anown A523 T AwY DY AT This is the day 


the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and exult on it.—Amen. 
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| Bavinc finished the oration, Rev. Dr. M. JAstRow was requested to 
read from a paper just handed to him, the following congratulating 
verses written and sent in by a Christian friend, for the occasion: 


POEM by Mr. W. G. SKILLM aa 


When ancient nations bowed the knee 
To Idols made of wood and stone, 
‘The Hebrew nation claimed to be 


The worshippers of God alone. 


For this they suffer’d, bled, and died, 
A chosen people strong and free ; 
Strong in the faith that should abide 


Of God’s own matchless majesty. 


Chosen the heralds of a light, 
The blinded nations could not see, 
Chosen to banish moral right 


And rescue from Idolatry. 
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still strong in faith of God alone, 
They rear this Temple to his name, 
Jehovah’s power and love to own 


His tender mercies to proclaim. 


Hail Holy One enthron’d above, 
The God and Father of us all, 
The Triumphs of Fraternal Love, 


Shall prove we heed Thy loving call. 


Nor shall our labors e’er be done 
Till Ged is honor’d and ador’d 
By every nation ’neath the sun, — 


The one Jehovah, sovereign Lord. 
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(Mus dem Geddchtniffe niedergefdrieben. ) 


LI 


Gecoer Mitglieder Der Mode—f Shalom Gemeinde 


C s 
und berehrte Unwefende! 


Die Feier des Hentigen Tages crinnert uns au cine ahulice, Epoche 
mMachende in Der jidifeyen Gefdhichte; ich meine die Grundfteinlegung deg 
stociten Temrpels unter Serubabel und Behofdua, dem Sobhenprictter. 
Cin Prophet Damaliger Zeit rief den Srundfteinlegenden Die bedeutungs- 
pollen Worte gn: WON AD aNd moa Nd) SAD Rd 
VNIAY iT Nicht durdy dic Menge foll diefes Sans gebanet werden, 


und nicht durd) die Kraft, durch den madhtigen Cinflug, fondern durd — 


meinen Geift, tpricht der Herr dev Heerjehaaren,” (Secharjah 4, 6.) 

Bicle Hatten fic) an dem neuen Gotteshauje betherligen wollen. Die 
Bewohner Camaria’s waren zu Sernbabel Hingetreten und jfpracen: 
» Wir wollen mit eud) bauen; wie ihr wollen wir cuern Gott juchen; ihn 
beten wir an feit den Tagen Cjar-Hadon’s, Kinigs von Wjchur,” (Efra 
4,2). Und diejer ftch anfehlicBen Wollenden waren nicht blos Viele; jie 
waren auch madjtiq und einflupreich. 3uritcegewiefen in ihrem Ber- 
langen, bermodpten fie Den Nenban beinahe zwanzig Sabre lang gu binter- 
treiben. Und Dennod) rief der Prophet: ,Sehet nicht auf die Menge der 
bauen Wollenden; fehet auch nicht anf deven Cinflug, Kraft und Starke; 
lehet cingig und allein darauf, ob dev rechte Geift die banen Wollenden 
befeelt. 
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Weldhes ijt run der rechte Geift, der beim Grundfteinlegen und bei’m 
Miufhauen eines jiudiyehen Gotteshaupes vorwalten, der Wile leiten und 
fithren minp, follen mir dem Werfe das rechte Gelingen verheipen fornnen? 
Sc) qlaube am beften gu than, wenn ich dag, was ich fagen will, an die 
Worte cines audern Proyheten anfuiipie, an die Aejajahus, (28, 16): 
Mee 03 [DN VER 4D! m7 A TN nD pb 
YIM NO PONT TOW ADD. NI? ,Wabelich! jo jpridhs 
pder Herr, dev Cwige: Ciebhe, id) griinde in Zion cinen Stein, emen Priij- 


yitein, einen Bfeiler der Pract, cine fefte Griindung, der Vertrauende 


/ 


/bange nicht.” 


iL 


Shr Baw iff erftens cin Pritffrein. 

Su der That! Cins ift auffallend. In Wegypten, wo wnjere Vater 
geweilt, Hatten jie uralte, feit Taufenden von Sahren vollendete, qrope, 
madfige und practige Gotteshaujer vor Wugen; Tentpel, fo Feit ans 
Granit ausgefiihrt, dab diefelben dem Zahne der cit getrogt, da Die: 
felben heute nod) das Staunen eines jeden das Land der Pharaonen Bee 
lichenden erwwecten. Und Dod) Famten fie nocd) Sabrhunderte lang nidt 
anf Den Gedanfen, dem Herrn einen prachtigen Tempel zu bauen. Crit 
David fprach, wie das der geehrte Borredner angefiihrt: , Ait es recht, 
Das ich in cinem pradtigen Saufe, aus ftoljen Cedern anfgerichtet, wobhne, 


UND Dod) Dic Bundeslade in einem Teppichzelt belajfe2” Wher auch zu 


David fpracd) Gott durch den Mund des Propheten: ,, abe id) denn gu 
einem der Stamme fraels, denen ich aufgetragen, mein Bolf Sfroel gu 
pveiden, das Wort gefprodjen: ,Warim bauet ihr mir nicht cin Gaus 
pans Cedern 2” 


Der Heide, geehrte Iubhsrer, glaubte feinen Gott gu verpflichten; er 
glaubte wirflic) feinem Gotte eine wohnung 3u bereiten, und cr erwar- 
tete bon feinem Gotte den angemesfenen Danf fir jeine Bemiihungen und 
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fir feine Opfer; denn, wer mir cin Saus fchentt, cin prachtiqes und 
glanzendes, follte ich igm nicht dDanfbar fein? Darna wurde dem Seiden 
fein Oper, feine Wnitrengung gu fewer, Sahrhunderte iberdanernde, 
pradjtige und gerdumige Tempel au grinden md cfg ater. 


Das tft aber nicht der Geift des Sudenthums. Wir fonnen uijerm 
Gott fein Haus batten wollen; ,denn die Simmel und die Simmel der 
»Mmmel fIunen Gottes Serrlichfeit nicht umfaffen, gqefehweige ein irdi- 
ides Haus, von Menfchenhanden aufgerigrt” (+ Ron. 8, 27), fprad 
Salomo, und das gerade bei dev Cimweihung des von ibm mit fo vieler 
Weiihe und Gorgfalt aufgerichteten Tempels. Was bedeutet demmnach ein 
jidifcher Tempel, cin jiidifehes Gotteshaus ? 


Gott regiert die Welt im Ganzen und jedes Cingelne in derjelben. 
C$ bedarf wabhrlic) feiner Wnerfennung, wie das Thoren wollen, die 
iweder Die Religion verjtehen, noch das menjchliche Herz; e8 bedarf wabhr- 
lich nicht Der Wnerfernung in einem GejekeSparagraphen, nod) in ciner 
Verjajfungsurfunde, dap Gott regiert. Gott regiert dennoch, ob wir 
Menfehen das anerfeunen oder nicht. Und fo wie Gott regiert, fo regiert 
und berrfcdjt aud) die Meligion in der Brujt eines jeden Menfehen. Und 
Iniederum find e8 nur Thoren und Menfcen, die an ihrer eigenen reli- 
gtdfen Uebergengung giveifelhaft geworden find, welche diefe Serrfchaft der 
Jieligion Durch die Hilfe eines menfdjlichen Gefeses feftgertellt und fejt- 


ted 


gehalten wiffen tvollen. 


Seder Menfch hat Religion. C8 gibt feinen gottlofen, es gibt feinen 
teligionstojen Wenjdjen. Feder Menfdh gibt fic) irgendwie Rechenfdhaft 
liber jeine cigene Stellung in diefem grofen, unermeflicen Weltganzen, 
liber feine Beziehung zu feinen Mlitgejhopfen und vor WAllem zu feinen 
Mitmenfdhen. Und die Wntwort, die er fic auf diefe Fragen gibt, das 
ift feine religidfe Ueberzeugung. Und Ddiefe religidfe Ucberzengung begniigt 
fic) nirgends mit dev gteiten Stelle; fie ift Sere in allem Thun und 
Laffen des Wenfchen. Und dicfe religidfe Ueherzengung ftehet hoch, hoch 
tiber allem Staatsgejes. Kein Gejes vermag ihre Servfchaft zu erfchiit: 
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tern, und fein Staatsgefes und feine ftaatliche Bevorgiugung, Belohmaung, 
oder auch ftaatliche Suvitefegung uno Verfolgung vermag YWuderme in 
meinent Snnerm Die Herrichaft 31 verfchaffen, als cbeu meiner imnerjten 
religidjen Uebergeugung. Selbft der Hendhler und der Sdheinheilige, dev 
Durd) itaatl che Bevorgugung nnd iweltlidjen Wortheil pte blenden und 
Dagu Gewegen last, mit Dent Munde 3u befennen, was: yeint Herz ver: 
faugnet, er entgebet Der Servjdhaft diejer jeiner Serzensiiberzengung ict ; 
fic ruft ihm in Der Stille der Cinjamfeit das fehrecfliche Wort zu, das ihn 
jeder Selbjtachtung und jeder Sufricdenheit beraubt, das ign elend made 
tro aller CUBE, glingenden Erfolge. 


Aft es nun nicht Beditrfaip, diefe Serrjdhaft des religiofer Lebens tn 
UNS, UNS uUNd Wardern gur nfeharung an bringen, ihr vor wns felbjt und 
vor Under den vichtiges und paffenden usdruck gu gebens Warbhft 
Dic) $ BediirFris nicht, wenn wir wiffeu, dap in unjerer religidjen Ueber- 
Zeugung wir nicht allein ftchen; dab YWudere, dap Yiele, gute, brave, edie 
Herzen, fie mit uns theileu, abnlich wie wir ither Gott und Welt und die 
Stellung des Menfehen in Gottes Welt denfer und fihlene Und fordert 
Diejes Beditrfrip nicht erft recht feinen paffenden und angemeffencen Yrs: 
Drucf, wenn unfere religidje Ucberzengurig nicht von gejtern und Heute, 
fondern Dicjenige ijt, Dic wir dic fidifehe nennen, fo alt als Die Meemfdhheit 
jelbjt, dic Wenfehheit begleitend durd) alle Phay nu ihrer Cntwieelung, cin 
Scag, fiir weldjen unfere Vater ihe Dergblut geopfert und alle Veiden 
ertragen, cine Ueberzengung, von welcher wir behaupten, Gott jelbjt hat 
jie mit unverldfdlicber, unoerwifdbarer Sdyvift in Das Herz eines jeden 
Wrenjehen cingeschrieben; fie wird cinjt— bleiben tir derfelben nity immer 
trent — von allen Menfecyen fant verfiindet werden; Wlle werden dew 
Sinen Gott anrufen und- in Dejjen Wegent wandeln! 


Micht fiir Gott, fondern fiir uns, unferer religidfen Ushersnauae den 
paffenden Wusdrucl gu geben, bauen wir Bet- und Verjamneilungshaufer. 
Und fo ift jedes ifraclitifce Bethaus cin Pritfftein, welche bewute Liebe 
zur Meligion der Water im Herzen Der Banenden lebt, und darunt nenne 
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id) Diefen Grundftein, Den Sie legen, und das Gebaude felbjt, das Sie 


auffuhren wollen, zundeit cin yn3 Jax, einen ‘Pritfftein. 


a4. 


‘i ~ id 
Das Gebdude, das Sic auffiibren wollen, foll aber ziweitens werden 
rin np’ KID cin Prachtpfeiler, cin Prachtgebaude. 


Wire grop find Gottes Wege! Wie fehr haben fich die Seiten gean- 
Dert! Unjere Vater, nocd) im vorigen Sahrhundert, durften, mit Wus- 
nabme Hollands, nirgends auc) nur daran denfen, Pracdhtiynagogen, 
Prachttempel aufzufihren. Der rwitthende Verfolgungsgeift war zwar 
ermattet. Sahrhunderte der Bedriteung und der unmenjdlidjten Grau- 
jamfeiten Yatten gwar unfere Feindebelehrt, wie vergeblich all dieje Toll- 
ruth) getwejen; wie man es Zwar vermodt, ‘an dem Banme des 
Sudenthums hie und da Dirre und abgejtorbene Meijer zu. fallen; wie 
man 3ivar Durd) Schrecfen und durch Schmeicelei und dureh wweltliche 
Velohnung, an Liige und Yerrath verjehwendet, iwelfe Blatter dem 
eigenen Schofe zugefihrt; aber was man anf diefe Weife gewonnen, war 
Doc) nur ditrres Laub, nur in feiner Verwefung nocd nuubboar. Man gab 
Daher die Verfolgung auf. ber Cins wollte man nicht: man wollte 
nidt Das Sudenthum fehen. Wtan wollte der Welt gurufen: ,Cs8 gibt 
wohl elende, verfommene Suden, — war man ja unfahig, dieje Riefen- 
geftalten an Geiftesfraft und Serzgensedelmuth in dem von Wupen aufge- 
Drungenen, jie duperlic) umbitlenden Bettlergemande 3u erfennen — aber 
e8 gibt fein Sudenthum mebr.” 


Man fagt dem Vogel Straup nach, dap er, in der Wilifte fic) verfolgt 
fublend, den Kopf im Sande verbirgt und jo die Verfolger nicht jehend, 


fic) einredet, jie feien nidjt mehr vorhanden. Ganz ahnlich handelten 


unfere Geinde. Wenn jie die Synagogen nicht jahen, wenn fie die Suden 
swwangen, mit ibrer Lehre fic) in Hintergebdude zu verftecfer, dann, 
wabnten fie, gabe ed feine jitdifche Lehre mehr. 


Th 


eTOs 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE. 27 


Da ertdnte von Amerifa aus dag qrope Wort; in unjerer Stadt, mn 


Mnferer Sudependence Hall wiuede es mit dev Unabbangigfeitserfldrung 


fiir alle Seiten verfiindet. Benes grope Wort: Die Meligion, die Gottes- 
verehruna itehet, wie dic Hreihcit, Hoch) iiber Dem Staate, und iiber allen 
ftaatheben Crrricrunacn. Der Staat hat dic Religion nicht 3 belohnen. 
Geijtiqes fann nicht mit irdiychen Wittcla belohut werden. Der Staat 
hat fie nicht gu beftrafen. Mur Vergehen gegen die Gefellidhaft, nur Sand- 
Lungen, Dic Das Bufammenfeben der Menjfdyen gefahrden, verfallen dem 
Strafridjter. Dic Gefinnung, dag Deuter, meine Ucbergcuging, meine 
Wnficht von Welt und Leben, wie follte der Weitmrenfeh diefe mit irdifehen 
Strajfen aud) nur erjchitttern zu founen fich cinbilden! Und diejes grope 
amerifanijce Wort, cs Hat die Welt crobert. Whe Staaen des alt un 
Continents haben es heute als den erjten Grundpjeiler in ihre Berfaffun 
gen eingejdricben, Selbjt Oeftreich, jenes alte, dem apoftolifehen Stubhle 
fo getrene Deftreich, das nur als Diener dev rdmijden Kirde Sahrhunderte 
lang fic) gebardete, e¢ fah fic) Durdy diefe Bermijchung von Staat nnd 
Kirche an den Mand des Whgrundes gefiihrt. Und es blich feine Wahl. 
Sutiveder Untergang, oder Anerfenmung, dap dic religidje Ueberzeugung 
des Viirgers tiber dem Staate, hod) erhaben itber denijelhen ftehet;s das 
Der Staat Hier michts zu belohnen, nichts gu bejtrafen bat, fondern dic 
Krajte aller jeiner Biirger anf dent gemeinjamen Boden der Vaterlands- 
und Menfehenticbe gum Wohle des Ganzen, ohne Mitekfidht anf ibe reli- 


gidjes Denfen, gebrauchen foll. Dejtreic) hat diejes anerfannt umd cs 


gehet Genefung und Rettung entgegen. Und Spanien! Senes Cand der 
Suquifition; jenes Land welded in den Suden und Wrabern fein betes 
Hergzblut durch cinen granfamen Wderlap, in felbftverblendeter Thorhert, 
fid) abgezapft, blog um ftaatlic) und fiinjtlic) die Cinheit des Glanbens, 
Die cinheitliche Unteriverfung unter Pfaffen, Mduce und Nonnen ai be- 
wirfen, ift es nidjt endlich gur Cinficht gelangt, wo die Quelle feines nun 
bierhundert Sabre fang dauernden und wachfenden Elends yn fucyen? 
Hat eS jest nicht aud) der grofen amerifanifehen Grundfas verfiindet : 
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: 
Die Religion des Staatsbitrgers ftehet itber dem Ctaate. Meligqidye 
Ucherzengung fann vom Ctaate nicht bewirft, und dabher aud) midyt 
belohnt werden. Und fie foun vom Staate nicht unterdriteét werden — 
feine Staatsmacht vermag mir meine religtdfe Ucberzengung auch nur 3u 
tritben, viel weniger zu rauben. — Der Staat hat feine zn belohnen und 
feine gu bejfrafen. 


Ss ijt mir nicht bange! Das amerifanifeye olf wird micht ji jelbjt 
untrett werden! Es wird nicht die Grundjage, Die es Der Welt gebracht, 
Und Die alle Bslfer vor ihm angenontmten, berlengnen, Wnt citigen, wert: 
gen Thoren zu Gefallen yu (eben. Thoren, die der Religion 3u dienen 
wiahnen, indent fie Dieyelbe herabmiirdigen. ‘Thoren, die den begriindeten 
Werdacht eriveen, dah fie jelbjt an Der eigenen religidjen Ucberzeugung 
irre geworden; Dap fie Den Staat anfrufen, ibrer bejonderen religidjen 
Ucberzengung zu Hilfe gu fomamen, tveil fie wiffen, ihre bejondere religidje 
Ueberzengung berubet auf fo fcwadlicen Grundlagen, widerfpridjt fo 
febr allen edlen Regungen des menjehlicher Serzens, daw diejelbe ohne 
Stantshitlfe cin fiir allemal unvettbar verloren ijt. Und wabhrlich! Mit 
Der Stoatshilfe ift jie erft recht verloren und dem Untergange geweihet. 
Cine religidfe Ucberzengung, die nicht anf eigene Fitbe fich 3u ftellen ver- 
mag, Die duferlicher Silfe bedarf, ijt feine, vermag nicht anfrecht gehalten 
31 werden, ziehet nur igre Stiibe, wie Spanien und Oejtreid) bewiefen, 
mit is Berderben. : 


C$ ijt mir nicht bange! Das aiteadoaninte olf ijt su gerecdht und 
3H fromm, um jenen Gott Lcugnenden — indem fie Gottes Serrjcdhaft von 
einem Berfaffungsparagraphen abbangig madjen wollen -— ihrer eigenen 
Ueberzengung nicht Trauenden, nur Biirgerfrieg und Berwirrung auns- 
jaen Wollenden anch nur einen Wugenblice Gehdr geben 3u fonnen. 


Wie— um and) nur die Medjtsfeite Hervorzuheben — ijt es nicht ein einer 
Vertragsbrucd, Den man vorgujdlagen wagt? Haber wir, die wir in 


Diejes Land eintvanderten, ihm all unjere Wrbcitsfraft, all unjer Oenfen 
und irHlern, all wunfere Liebe bradten und erhalten wollen, nicht cin Recht 


‘ 


PAjoOo. 


Cy 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE. 29 


Darany, Dap man den Bertrag, den man mit wns gefdhloffen, namic: 
Dag cine religidje Ueberzengung in diefem Lande gerade fo viel gelte, als 
Dic andere; Dab das Gejes feine bevorguge und feine Hintenanjege; dab 
man Diejen Bertrag aud) Heilig beobaddte und gewiffenhajt ausfiihre? Sa, 
wir Haben das Recht, diefes gu forderit, und das amerifanifche VolE itt gn 
vedtlid) Denfend, uns Diejes Mecht andy mur im Geringiten fdymalern zn 
wollen; Denn Das Hiepe ja 2 Dod) nur fein cigenes Med)t feyimalern. Kein 
wahrer Wmerifaner und ehrlich religids Gefinnter denft daran, die Sejeb- 
gebung dure) Ma joritits., Srweidritttheils- oder Dreiviertheils- Befhlup 
Darither entidjeiden gu faffen, was ic) auf dem Gebicte der Religion fiir 
wahr oder fiir nicht wahr anjeben fol. 


Aber obgleich mit der Gewiffensfreiheit und der Freiheit, Gott nach 


unjever Weife zu verehren, uns mur unfer Recht wird, fo find wir als. 


Suden Dod) danfbar fir die Gewahrung diejes Rechtes. Und unjere 
Danfbarfeit ausgudriten, darum ficiaike Prachtpfeiler, der beabjidhtigte 
PBradthar. 


Der Bau foll cine Sierde werden Ddiefer {ddniten Strafe Ddiejer 
nen Stadt der Briderliebe. Der nadfte Nacdhbar diefes Banes ijt 
eine chrijtliche Kirche. Beivde follen, witrdig cinander, die Stadt verberr- 
lichen. Sit da nicht in Stein und Cifen ausgedriict, was wir eben 
gejagt! Wird da nicht aller Nachwelt verfiindet: In diefem Lande fteht 
Dic Religion hod), fehr hod). Gotteshaufer zieren jede Strape. Aber was 
Die gropte Sicrde diejes Landes ift: Cin Gotteshaus ftehet hier fo hoch als 
Das andere. Bedes geniest gleicke Vortheile, gleicen Sdub. Der Staat 
ett das Gotteshaus, weil es edle, brave, gute, das Vaterland und die 
Pflicht liebende Biirger find, die hier Erbanung, Erhebung, Sroft, Krait, 


Starée, Crfrifehung und Crnumterung in allem Guten fuchen. Ba, diefe 


Gleichheit aller Gotteshanfer ijt die fhinjte Bierde unferer Stadt und 
unferes Landes, und darum ijt ¢8 fchn und recht von Shnen, Dap Sie 
Dieje Stelle gewahlt, und dab Sie feine Anftrengung und Fein Opfer 
Ichenten, eine HAD? FID ein Pradtgebiude aufgufiihren; denn das fol 
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ein Danerndes Zengnif fein von dem Geredhtigfeitsfinn aller Hiejigen Be- 


twohner, und vom Der Ehrfureht, die man hier jeder ebhrlichen, reliqiojen 
Ueberzeugung ohne Weiteres und mit Freuden darbringt. 


ite. 


Cndlid) foll das Saus, das Sie banen, WV IOVS cine feite, 
Danernde Griindung fein; und das fann e8 nur, wenn der redyte Geift 


nicht nur daffelbe bauct, foudern wenn aud) der rechte Geift in demfelben 
wohnt, wenn e8 cine Wohnung des Gottesgeijtes it. 


Das Sudenthum hat eine ewige Wufgabe. Wher jede Beit hat diefe 
Wufgabe auf ibre Weife gu fajfen, auf ihre Weije zu erfiillen. Cs" gilt 
hente, ung und der Welt 3u zeigen, was Denn das Sudenthune iff, welde 
Ledren eS birgt, welde Forderungen es ftellt. Nur der offentlide Gottes- 
Dienft faun dag, nur er joll es. 

Das Sudenthum rt fein Geheimnip und fennt feins. Seine Lehren, 
behauptet e8, find von Gott in das Herz eines jeden Wrenjehen cinge. 
fhrieben, und darum beruft e8 fic) auch nidjt auf einen munderbaren, 
ibernatirlich geoffenbarten Glanben, jondern anf den Wabhrheitsiiun, den 
Gott einem jeden Nenfchen mitgegeben. Das Sudenthum behauptet 
nicdt, nur in feiner Mtitte fei die Wahrheit eingefehrt; cs lehrt, jeder 
Menfeh, ob Sude oder Nidjtjude, foll und fann die Wahrheit haben, und 
Daher lehrt e8 auch: Seder Mrenfdh) fann die ewige Seligfeit Hier und dort 
erlangen, und Jtiemand hat ndthig fic uns angufedhiieben zur Gewinnung 
des Seelenheils. 

«Pir find nur die gefdhichtliden Bannertrager der Wahrheit. Wir 
haben die Wufgabe von Gott erhalten, die Lehren, die Gott in die Bruft 


eines jeden Menfcyen gejdyrieben, rein und tren zu bewahren, jie gu ver. 


theidigen mit unferm Herablut, fie vorzutragen allen YBolfern. 


puch der Frembde,” — fo betete Salomo bei der Cinweihung feines 
Tempel — , der nidt gu Deinem Bolfe Sfrael gehort, wenn er fommet 
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pd in Diejent HSarfe betet, jo erhdre ihn ans des Simmels Sdhen und 
yerfitlle, unt was Dich Der Fremde anruft,” 1 Kon. 8, 41 fF). Wein 
poous foll allen Bolfern ein Bethaus genannt jein,” (Sefaja 56, 7) lebrt 
cin anderer Prophet. Dag ijt eben der Charafter des jidijfdyen Gottes- 
haujes. CEs ijt allgemtein menjehlich und fitdife) gugleich, und dag ift der 
Geijt, mit weldem Cie dicjes Haus nicht nur bauen, fondern auch be- 
Wohnen follen, Dap in ihm diefer allgemein menfdlide und daher ewig 
wabhre Charafter des Sudenthunrs, der pudifehen Lehre, der pidifehen For: 
Dering an jeine Befenner fo recht gum Beiwupeyein, fo recht zur Wnfehau- 
ung gebradt werde. Der Geijt des Baumreifters wird i Wrauern and 
Shitrmen, im allgemeinen Plan des Gebaudes, in feimen aupern und 
imnern Wergzierumgen ausgedrict. Wber Holz und Stein geniigen der 
Meligion nicht. Cie will cinen (cbendigern Wusdruc fiir igren Geift 
Das Leben ihrer Beferner und die Art, wie ihre Befenner fie befennen ; 
was jie imt Leben thin, wie fie im Leben fitr alles Cdle begeiftert und 
unermidlich wirfen, und wie jie anderjeits fitr cin folches, edles Leben im 
Gotteshauyje fich vorbereiten, fic) trnerlic) famimeln, fic) zur Quelle alles 
Wirkens und Sdaffens erheben: das ift der Geift, Der cinzig und allein 
eine fejte Grinding fdhajfen fann; cine Gritudurg iwerth des Buden: 
thums, witrdig unjerer 3eit. Cr allein bringt das Sudenthum uns und 
Underen zu immer tieferem Verftindnip, zur immer gerechtern und wah- 


tern Witrdigung und Wnerfernung deffen, was es ift, und was es will 


und von jeher gemollt hat. 


Und wenn diejer Geijt Sic immer belebt, dann darf id) Shnen auch 
die Schlupworte unjerer Prophetenjtelle gurufen. Woh! giebt e§ anc 
fiir Sie nod) viele und mannigfadhe Sinderniffe zu iiberwinden; aber 
gd xd POND twer Den rechten Geijt bejibt, der vertrauct auch der 
Macht des Geijtes. Wer im rechten Geifte wirkt und nur yu dejfen Chre 
wirfen will, der zittert nicht, aud) nicht bei den grépten Hinderniffen. Er 


— Wweip, Der redjte Geift raumt and) Berge von Sinderniffen hinweg, fo dap 
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nur geebuete Bahn Cleibt. Und fo vertrauen Sie nidt any Shre Menge, 
und nicht auf Xhre Kraft, aber auf den Geift Gottes, und Ahr Werf wird 
gelingen. So wie Sic den Grundftein, mit Zittern viclleidt, gelegt, fo 
werden Ste in Frewden Dic Cinweihung feiern und noch frendiger imp 


mit jedent Tage gehobener tr diefem Tenrpel rocilen. — Wen, 
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Cu CHAIRMAN OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE, 


ae POLOMON ] ELLER, ESQ. 


handing ‘the trowel to the President of the Congregation, JosEPH Ern- 
STEIN, Esq., addressed the same as follows: 


‘Mr. President! 


I am requested by the Building Committee over which I 
have the honor to preside, to confer upon you the honorable 
task of laying the Corner-stone to the sacred edifice to be 
erected here upon this ground. It affords me great pleasure 
to lay into your hands this instrument, and I avail myself of 
this opportunity publicly to express my sincerest wishes for 
the prosperity and happiness of the Congregation that has 
chosen me for the responsible duty of managing this great 
undertaking. I promise that my services will be devoted 
with sincerity to the erection of this temple of God. I will 
endeavor to carry out the work imposed upon me, as far as 
depending on my services, to make it an honor to my con- 
stituents. 


This, Mr. President, is all I have to say at this solemn 
moment. In behalf and the name of the Building Committee, 
I call on you to lay the Corner-stone for the intended Syna- 
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GOGUE OF THE GERMAN HEBREW CONGREGATION RODEF 
SHALOM, at present having its place of worship at Julianna 
Street of this City.” 


To which address Mr. Jos—EPH EINSTEIN replied: 


“Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Building Committee. 


You have favored me with the authorization of perform- 
ing a most solemn duty, for which I can find no language ex- 


pressive of my feeling of thankfulness towards you. 


Indeed, the laying of a corner-stone is 1.0 novelty to me, 
for as far back as the year 1855, when I had likewise the 
honor of being the President of this our Congregation, I was 
called upon to lay a corner-stone to a congregational building. 


But what a great difference between then and now! 


| At that time it was the gloomy dwelling place of those 

that are called away from this earth, that 1 performed the 
ceremony of laying its foundation; now it is the house of 
rejoicing where those living wish to praise their Creator for 
the enjoiment of life and its boons, that you request me to 


put its corner-stone! 


Mr. Chairman! In behalf of our Congregation I tender 
to you and your Committee the sincerest thanks due to you 
first, for having, after troublesome searching, succeeded to 
acquire this most appropriate ground; secondly, for having, — 
after careful examination, adopted the skilful plans of the 


Architects, Messrs. FrasER, FURNEss & TEwirt, and secured 
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their valuable services for the superintendance of this build- 
ing; and, thirdly, for having engaged as builder Mr. KetcHay, 
a gentlemen of high reputation for skill and conscientiousness. 

Hoping and trusting that all of them will fulfill their 
duties as you have done it, I will now lay the Corner-stone 
for THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE GERMAN HEBREW CONGREGA- 
TION Roper SHatom. Which being done, I will confide the 
trowel into your hands, Mr. KetcHam! it will be for you to 
finish the building according to the plans and specifications. 
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Cu SECRETARY OF THE CONGREGATION read the following 


LIST OF ARTICLES 
“PLACED INTO THE CORNER- STONE 


by tne President, Vice Fresident, tater and Members of the Board. 
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. A Copy of the Holy Bible translated and published by the late Rev. 
Isaac Leeser, and presented by Wm. B. Hackenburg, Esq. 


2. A Copy of the 26th volume of the “ Occident” ‘being the last 
volume and the only one ever published by Meyer Sulzberger and 
presented by The Editor. 


3. The first and the last Numbers of the ‘Occident,” the first from 
April 1848, and the latter from March 1868; published by the late 
Rev. Isaac Leeser, and presented by Wm. B. Hackenburg, Esq. 


4. A List of the Members and Seatholders of the Congregation. 


5, An Extract from the Minutes of the Congregation of the Resolu- 
tions relating the erection of this New Synagogue. 


6. A List of the Officers of the Congregation ; 
“« «© the Building Committee ; 
“6 ‘the Architects and Builder ; 
« « « the President and Vice-President of the United States; 
“«¢  « the Secretary of State; 
the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania; 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth ; 
“ ™ .“ the Mayor of the City; 
the Presidents of the Select and Common Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia. 


A List of all the Jewish Congregations in the City, together with 
the Names of their Presidents and Rev. Gentlemen. 


= 


10. 
11. 
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13. 


14. 


15 


16. 
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18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 
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A Copy of the City News Papers published this day: 
The Public Ledger—The Press—The Age—The North Amer- 
ican and U. S. Gazette—The Philad’a Inquirer—The Democrat 
—The Freie Presse—The Morning Post—The Evening Bulletin 
—The Evening. Star—The Evening Telegraph. 


A Copy of the Jewish Papers of July 1869: 


The Israelite—The Jewish Messenger—Die Deborah—The 
Jewish Times—The Hebrew Leader—The Hebrew gids Saieiaed in 
San Francisco, Cal. 

One Copy of the Public Ledger being the Ist volume, and 
published in 1833; presented by Israel Weil, Esq. 


A Copy of the Specifications for the New Synagogue, from 
Fraser, Furness & Hewitt, Architects. 


“A Copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Congregation. 


A Copy of the Sermon delivered by Rev. Dr. Jastrow, on Thanks- 
givings-day, on November 29th, 1866. 


The Coins of the United States of 1869: 
One dollar—one half dollar—one quarter of a dollar—one 10 
cents piece—one 5 cents piece—two 3 cents pieces—one 2 cents 
piece—one Penny. 


One “Silber Gulden und gohn Kreuzer Munzschein, ”? presented by 


‘Moses Israel Bunzl. 
One Washington I Penny, 1791; presented by Salomon May, Esq. 


One Canadian half Shilling, and one half Franc ; presented by 
a Jos. Einstein, Esq. 


One English Penny, and one Portuguese Coin dated 1826; pre- 
sented by — A. E. Greenewald, Esq. 


One 16 shilling yee and four single Kreuzer; presented by 
H. Herschberg, Esq. 
One U.S. Penny dated 1819. 
One British Coin ret 3 ee 
One British half Penny “ 1862. 
One Canadian Penny 1 ea 
One German Kreuzer rs Aas 
One German Pfenning; presented by Jacob Teller jr., Esq. 


Six old Coins, presented by Isaac Kohlberg, Esq. 


A piece of the Tree under which General Lee surrendered, and a 
silver 3 cents piece, presented. by Jacob S. Dreifuss, Esq. 
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HILE the President of the Congregation followed by the Chairman 

and Members of the Building Committee, the Secretary and others, 
proceeded to lay the corner-stone, the Choir sung the 150th Psalm, in 
German : 


Lately. 


Pjalm 150, tiberjegt von A. Brecher. Mufi— von L. Cugelfe. 


Hallelujah! 
Vobt Gott in feinem Heiligthume, 
Lobt thn in feine Himmels Pract! 
Vobt in in fetnem Heldenrubme, 
Lobt ihn nad) feiner grofen Macht! 
Lobt ibn bet der Pofaune Hail, 
Vobt thn bet Pfalter und Bitherfchall! 
Lobt ihn mit Paufen, lobt thn mit Retgen! 
Vobt ihn mit Floten, lobt ihn mit Geigen! 
Lobt ihn mit Cymbelt weithin dringend, 
Lobt ihn mit C mbeln laut erflingend ! 
Wes, was Ovem bat, lobe den Herrn! 
Hallelujay ! 
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inv. Dr. M. JAstrow concluded the ceremony with the following 
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May the grace of the Lord our God be upon us, and the 
work of our hands do Thou firmly establish upon us; yea, the 
work of our hands firmly establish Thou it. 

Establish Thou, oh God, the work, mortal men have com- 
menced here for Thy glory and honor ; assist those whose pious 
Bless the 


Building Committee and let them live to see finished the work 


energy and zeal have undertaken to erect this edifice. 


committed to their trust, to enjoy in happiness hy presence in 


the sanctuary they are about building. 


+ Bless the Architect, the Builder, and all those engaged in this 


work, that they in harmony with each other may succeed in carry- 


ing out the skilful plans of this edifice. 


Bless the Board and the members of this Congregation and 


>.3 


their families, ‘and. 


ceases > 


cration of this house ,of prayers, as they ; shave ieee to-day the 
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‘may they the: Sez sinitfed ° to witness the conse- 
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laying of its cornerstone ' pose Sat tetera ee wa 
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Preserve peace and maintain harmony in the Congregation 


that will move into this house, may never discord enter its sacred 


threshold. 
Bless our beloved Country and grant unto it a happy cr 


ment of its free institutions. 


Bless all that proclaim in er fiales: Thy name, all that 


foster humanity and favor love of men to each other. 

May the prediction of Thy Prophet come nearer and nearer 
fulfillment, that all Thy creatures will be like one flock feeding 
in peace “on Thy holy mountain, not injuring nor offending each 
other, for full will be the earth of the knowledge of Gor as do 


waters cover the ground of the sea.’——-Amen. 
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